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The 1999 Mitsubishi Diamante 


by Michael Hyde 


1. This time out we take a look at the 1999 Mitsubishi Diamante. It is a 
rather nice car for the money. The 1999 model has all the fancy features 
as the higher priced Acura and Lexus models at a more reasonable price. 
The Diamante does not have a transponder like it’s cousins in Europe. We 
found this car was a dream to work on from opening to servicing, with a 
small surprise along the way. 


2. To open this car use a couple of good wedges and a horizontal slide 
linkage tool. Insert the tool and the wedges as shown in the photo. 


Opening 
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Issue No. 11 


3. The linkage rods are not shielded at all. 


4. Hook onto the upper linkage rod and bump it 
forward to unlock the car. The window glass might be 
a little tight so take care when inserting your wedges. 
Remember, very cold weather seems to make that 
door glass really want to break. 


5. The ignition lock on this car and with all other late models Mitsubishis 
use an active retainer for the lock cylinder. To get the lock cylinder out you 
will need to remove some lower dash trim. 


Ignition 
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6. The lower dash panel on the driver’s side must be 
removed. There are two plastic trim covers, one on 
each side of the steering column. 


7. Remove the trim covers gently and then 
remove the two 10mm bolts. 


8. On the left side of the lower dash panel is the hood 
release lever. Remove two phillips head screws 
underneath the lever. 


9. Once you remove the hood release lever you will 
see a panel phillips head screw remaining. 
Remove that screw. 
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10. On the right side of the lower dash panel is 
another phillips head screw that must be removed. 


11. The lower dash panel can now be unsnapped and 
moved out of the way. The trim piece around the 
ignition lock is held in place by two phillips head 
screws. The first screw is pictured and easy to get to. 


12. The other trim 
screw is a little harder 
to get to. To make it 
easier, pull back on the 
center console trim 
next to it. This will give 
you more room to get 
to the screw. Once you 
have removed the 
screw, remove the trim 
cover. 
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13. There is an illumination ring surrounding the ignition 
lock. Remove the 1 phillips head screw holding it in. 


14. To remove the lock cylinder you will need a 
working key. Insert the working key and turn it to the 
“ON” position. If you do not have a working key 
because the ignition lock has been changed or is 
damaged, there is a couple of options to removing the 
lock cylinder. You can drill through the face of the lock 
and drill out the cylinder plug. Another option would 
be to drill out the retainer pin. The pin will spin if you 
do not use something to stop it from spinning. I’m sure 
there are other methods as well, but whatever you 
choose to do will cause damage to the lock cylinder 
and it must be replaced. 


15. Here is the ignition lock cylinder removed from the car. This lock looks like a knock off to the 
Toyota family of ignition locks. They are probably using the same contractor to make them. 
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16. This lock cylinder has a metal facecap that must 
be removed to get the cylinder plug out. 


17. The first thing you will need to do is remove the 
one small roll pin. There are a couple of ways to do 
this. The first being to drill directly next to it and 
prying it out or drill a 1/8” hole on the side of the pin 
housing and prying it up from underneath. 


18. There are 2 metal posts that are part of the 
facecap, which travel through the face of the lock 
cylinder. They are staked on the backside to help hold 
the cap in place and add to the security of the lock. 
Put the lock cylinder in a vise and use a pin punch to 
evenly press the posts back through the cylinder 
housing. Strike one post and then the other, back and 
forth. Doing this evenly will help to eliminate breaking 
the posts off. 


19. Here is a view of the facecap removed from the 
lock cylinder housing. 
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20. The next step is to 
remove the tru-arc 
ring on the back of the 
cylinder plug. 


21. Make sure when you remove the 
cylinder plug from the lock housing 
you push it out from the rear and do 
not pull it from the bow of the key or 
it could get stuck. 


22. As with other similar 
locks there is a black 
buzzer-detent that can fall 
out of the cylinder plug and 
get lost easily. 
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23. The door lock 
cylinder on this car is 
part of the outside 
handle assembly. 


Door Lock 


24. The inside door 
panel must be 
removed to service 
the lock cylinder or 
to get a key code 
from it. 


25. To remove the panel, first 
unsnap the plastic trim cover that 
hides a panel fastener in the door 
pull cavity. Unsnap the cover from 
the side nearest the panel. 
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26. Remove the 
panel screw in 
the door vent 
cutout. 


27. There is a screw that 
secures the inside door 
release lever trim piece 
that must be removed. 
After you remove the 
screw you can slide off 
the trim piece. 


28. There is a 
small speaker 
cover that needs 
to be removed. 
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29. The speaker sits on the opposite side of the 
outside door mirror. The cover snaps off. 


30. The inside door panel can now be removed. The 
remaining fasteners are the plastic push-in style. Be careful 
when removing the electronic connections to the panel. 


31. As with most 
autos there is a thin 
plastic weather 
barrier. Try to be 
careful when 
moving it out of the 
way. 
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32. To make the job 
easier, remove the 
three bolts that hold 
the outside door 
handle. You can then 
unsnap the lock 
cylinder from the 
handle. 


33. A view of the lock cylinder clip in the handle. 
34. The lock cylinder has an electronic switch that 
snaps on the back of the lock. There is also a code 
stamped on the side of the lock. The code series is 
E5001-E7682. 
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35. The lock 
cylinder can 
easily be 
disassembled 
by removing the 
facecap and the 
tailpiece. 


36. The facecap must be reused because there are no 
replacements. 


37. The door 
lock cylinder 
plug contains 
all eight 
tumblers in 
positions. 


38. The trunk 
lock cylinder 
is located on 
the right side 
of the license 
plate. 


Trunk Lock 


42. The trunk lock cylinder has a security keeper in it 
that must be removed. The security keeper is a little 
piece of metal that acts as a security device to protect 
the plug from being pulled out by force. The facecap can 
easily be removed and must be re-used. 
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39. To get to the trunk lock you will need to fold back part 
of the plastic trunk lid trim liner. The trim liner is held in 
place with small plastic push-in clips. 


40. Disconnect the linkage rod and remove the two 
10mm bolts that secure the lock cylinder in place. 


41. The lock 
cylinder has an 
electronic 
switch on the 
back of it that 
snaps right off. 


43. I found the 
easiest way to 
remove the plug 
keeper was to drill a 
hole on the side of 
the keeper housing. 
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44. Once the housing was drilled pry the 
keeper up and out. 


45. A view of the plug keeper. 


46. The tailpiece is held on by a “C” clip. 


47. The facecap has two 
little tabs that pry 
up easily for removal. 


48. The trunk lock cylinder has 
nine tumblers in it. The ninth 
tumbler is a valet tumbler. 
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49. A view of the 
glove box lock 
assembly. 


Glove Box Lock 


50. To get the glove 
box lock out, first 
remove the 
black plastic cover 
on the backside of 
the lock. 


51. There are two phillips screws that must be 
removed to get the lock out. 
52. A view of the glove box lock cylinder and latch. 
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53. To 
remove the 
plug, 
depress the 
retainer 
tumbler on 
the back of 
the lock 
housing 
and slide 
out the 
plug. 


54. The plug 
contains five 
tumblers. There are 
four depth tumblers 
in positions 5 
through 8. The fifth 
tumbler is a valet 
tumbler. 


55. There are numbers and letters stamped on the 
side of the lock housing. These are not code numbers. 


Method #1 


Remove and disassemble 
trunk cylinder, and decode 
wafers to make a master key. 


Method #2 


Remove and read the code 
on the passenger door lock 
cylinder. 


